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was used to prevent criticism of his own administration.
With a few of the local military leaders as his closest advisers
Pelicier shut himself away completely from public opinion.
When France collapsed in June, 1940, there was no
mention of it in the local press or the Government Gazette,
and it was several days after the signing of the armistice
that news filtered through, and was passed round by word of
mouth from those people who had heard it by foreign radio.
The first reaction was a vague feeling that there had been
treachery somewhere, and the time had come to break with
the government at Bordeaux, and pursue an independent
policy.
Public opinion as expressed through the local parliament
was unanimous in deciding to cable the government, which
had been transferred to Vichy—and demand autonomy for
New Caledonia—at least till the end of the war. On 20th
June, the Conseil General met and submitted a proposal to
this effect for Governor Pelicier's approval. The Governor
refused to send the cable, but promised to make a statement
immediately, outlining the attitude to be adopted by the
colony. In conformity with the undeniable wish of the
majority of the population, he made the following declaration
at a special meeting of the Conseil General 011 June 24th :
'Considering that France in full agreement with Britain
had promised never to sign a separate peace or truce :
Considering that France has signed an armistice with Ger-
many, etc., etc... . New Caledonia decides to continue the
fight against the Axis Powers at the side of Great Britain."
The release of this statement was greeted with great
enthusiasm, and a crowd of 3,000 people (immense for
Noumea) gathered in front of the Hotel de Ville (Town
Hall), singing the Marseillaise, and as a symbol of solidarity
the British National Anthem.
Something which dampened the enthusiasm of many,
however, was the arrest a few days later of one of Noumea's
leading citizens, the avocat Maitre Verges, a colourful
Parisian., complete with flowing cravat and long hair, and
an orator of fiery eloquence. His crime ? With two other

